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SUBJECT: MILITARY USE OF LORAN - COMMANDO LION 
REFS: (A) TOKYO 15894; (B) STATE 104295 

SUMMARY: EMBASSY HAS SERIOUS RESERVATIONS ABOUT COMMANDO LION PLAN 
TO UPGRADE LORAN C SYSTEM IN JAPAN IN ORDER TO PROVIDE ALL WEATHER 
STRIKE CAPABILITY IN KOREA. TENTATIVE SELECTION OF KASHIWA 
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF NEW LORAN STATION HEIGHTENS PROBLEMS OUTLINED 
REE A AND EMBASSY STRONGLY RECOMMENDS CONSIDERATION OE ALTERNATIVES 
TO CONSTRUCTING NEW STATION IN JAPAN. END SUMMARY. 

1. REF A OUTLINED EMBASSY SERIOUS RESERVATIONS ABOUT PLANS TO 
UPGRADE LORAN C NETWORK IN JAPAN IN ORDER TO IMPROVE ALL WEATHER 
STRIKE CAPABILITY IN KOREA (THE PLANS CALLS FOR MODIFYING EXISTING 
LORAN C STATIONS ON OKINAWA AND HOKKAIDO AND CONSTRUCTING A 
THIRD STATION SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN.) SINCE THAT TIME TECHNICAL 
SURVEYS HAVE IDENTIFIED KASHIWA, AN EXISTING US MILITARY FACILITY 
NEAR TOKYO, AS THE SITE FOR THE THIRD STATION. 

2. SELECTION OE KASHIWA REINFORCES EMBASSY CONCERNS EXPRESSED 
REETEL. KASHIWA IS ONE OF U.S. FACILITIES WHICH HAS BEEN SCHEDULED 
FOR RELEASE TO GOJ. RENTENTION OF THIS FACILITY AND CONSTRUCTION OF 
LORAN ANTENNA ABOUT 600 FT. TALL WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY MAKE 
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SUCH AN ANTENNA WILL REQUIRE MODIEICATION OE AIR TRAFEIC CONTROL 
ARRANGEMENT AND MAY PRODUCE RADIO-TV INTEREERENCE PROBLEMS 
IN SURROUNDING COMMUNITY. 

3. WE ARE CONVINCED THAT IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO ENLIST GOJ SUPPORT 
TO OVERCOME THESE PROBLEMS AS WELL AS EXPECTED GENERAL 
OPPOSITION TO THE PROGRAM. IT WILL BE ESSENTIAL TO GIVE 

JAPANESE A FRANK EXPLANATION OF THE REASONS FOR PROJECT AT 
KASHIWA. WE ALSO EXPECT THE OPPOSITION TO DEDUCE THE GENERAL 
MISSION OE THE STATION. KOREAN ASPECT OE THE PROBLEM IS LIKELY 
TO STIMULATE SERIOUS CONTROVERSEY WHICH COULD FOCUS NOT 
ONLY ON THE NEW SITE BUT ALSO ON OPERATION OF EXISTING NAVA- 
GATIONAL SYSTEMS IN JAPAN WHOSE MILITARY MISSIONS WE HAVE NOT 
DISCLOSED TO GOJ. 

4. EMBASSY THEREEORE STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT PROGRAM BE LIMITED 
TO UPGRADING OE EXISTING EACILITIES ON HOKKAIDO AND OKINAWA (WHICH 
MIGHT BE DONE WITHOUT UNDUE ATTENTION) AND THAT SOME ALTERNATIVE 
BE EOUND EOR CONSTRUCTION OE A NEW SITE IN JAPAN. 
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